
Dear Bainbridge Island 
Community,

My has this school year 
flown by! It’s been a 
successful one filled 
with impactful learning 

and strong relationship-building  
between students, staff and the 
greater community. 

As you can see in this publication, 
students and staff at Bainbridge 
Island School District actively engage 
in teaching and learning. And, the 
Bainbridge Island community plays 
an important role in this engagement.  
From the taxpayers who provide our 
financial foundation, to the 1,800+ 
volunteers who donate time in our 
schools, to the residents who make 
Bainbridge Island a safe and  
welcoming place to raise children, 
thank you for making a difference. 

Though this school year is winding 
down, plans are well underway for 
the next year—and beyond. We are 
currently updating the BISD District 
Improvement Plan which helps set 
long-term district goals. An important 
part of the process is hearing from 
the public. You are invited to share 
your opinions by taking a brief survey 
at: www.bisd303.org. Thank you  
for helping guide and shape the 
district’s efforts.  

As we move forward in the planning 
process, please let me know if you 
have any questions.

All the best,
 

pbangknudsen@bisd303.org 

A Message from the Superintendent

▲ Students in Ingrid Ryan’s class at Wilkes created posters & drawings on ways to help 
the Southern Resident Orcas. Their work was on display at the Bainbridge Public Library.  
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As Bainbridge Islanders, we have  
gigantic neighbors who live in the waters  
surrounding the island—the Southern 
Resident Orcas. Like any good neighbor, 
it is nice to learn about those living 
near, and helping them out when you 
can. And this is exactly what fourth 
graders in the Bainbridge Island School 
District are doing with their science unit 
on Southern Resident Orcas.

“The orcas seemed to be a natural fit to 
teach the state’s science standards,” 
said BISD curriculum creator Laurie 
Spickard. “The declining Southern 
Resident population is a front- and cen-
ter-issue right now, making it a relevant 
topic for students. We knew this subject 
would capture the students’ interest.”

Why orcas? A few years ago, Washington  
state adopted the Next Generation  

Science Standards, and BISD set out to 
find a curriculum that taught the  
standards while also engaging students  
in robust learning. 

“There was a problem though,” said  
Sheryl Belt, BISD associate superintendent  
of curriculum and instruction. “We couldn’t  
find a curriculum that fit our needs. So 
instead, we decided to create our own.”

The Southern Resident orcas are  
struggling to survive due to a number of 
factors including lack of food, boat noise 
and toxins in their environment. Their 
struggles have been on front pages of 
newspapers and are topics of concern 
in our state government. And, thanks to 
the BISD curriculum, their struggles have 
translated into relevant, hands-on lessons 
for students. 

A Whale of a Lesson: How Southern Resident Orcas  
are Teaching Science to 4th Graders 
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The new Blakely Elementary is taking 
shape! Recently, Blakely staff toured 
the three-story building for the first  
time and had fun visiting their new 
classrooms. The building is set to open 
in September. Demolition of the old 
Blakely will begin this summer and 
after the old building is removed, the 
playground, driveways and parking lots 
will be added to the site. The complete 
project is estimated to be finished in 
November 2019. 

Look for a community-wide  
open house in the fall!

Once school is out for the summer, the 
old 100 Building on the BHS campus will 
be demolished and the new building will 
begin soon after. The new 100 Building  
and the remodeled auditorium are 
scheduled to be complete in January 
2021. We are thankful for our  
community partners who are helping us 
during the construction:

• To provide classroom spaces during 
 the construction phase, the BHS  
 Band Room is moving to the District  
 Board Room. Beginning in July, BISD  
 Board Meetings will be held at the  
 Bainbridge Island Fire Department,  
 Station 21, 8895 Madison Ave. BISD  
 board meetings begin at 5:45 p.m.  
 and are typically held the second and  
 fourth Thursdays of the month. 

• To accommodate the need for  
 kitchens for BHS Family & Consumer  
 Science classes, we have partnered  
 with the Bainbridge Artisan Resource  
 Network to hold classes at its facilities.  
 Thank you, BARN! 

• Additional interim classrooms will be  
 housed at Commodore, portables  
 and the 200 Building staff room.

(Continued from front)

In one lesson, students are given differ-
ent cards of actual orcas living in Puget 
Sound. The students mill around the 
room to find members of their pods and 
organize themselves in a family tree. 
In another lesson, the orca food chain 
is simulated through role play, and stu-
dents learn how teeny-tiny toxic plankton 
can have a gigantic impact on orcas. 

Prior to rolling out the curriculum,  
Spickard shared it with experts from the 

Orca Network who not only gave it the 
green light but were so impressed they 
asked to feature it on their website. 
And now, the curriculum is highlighted 
on Governor Inslee’s Southern Resident  
Orca Recovery website—where teachers  
and students can access the lessons.  

“I am hopeful that the orca unit teaches  
fundamental science skills while also 
developing a passion in the students 
for helping the orcas,” said Spickard. 

Her hope seems to be turning 
into reality. 

“Since the Southern Resident 
Orcas are such a part of our 
community, students feel  
ownership and become  
zealous about them,” said  
4th-grade teacher Anna  
Fehrenbacher. “By the end  
of the unit, students see 
themselves as environmental  

 activists and educate others 
 about what we can do to 
 protect them.”  

Blakely  
staff tour the 
new school

▲ Students in Anna Fehrenbacher’s class at  
Ordway joined others in the J-Pod to learn about 
the pod’s family line. 

Construction Corner



APRIL 
▲ Eagle Harbor High School students in 
AP Environmental Science and Chemistry 
released salmon in the stream behind Sakai 
Intermediate School. 

▼ Woodward Middle School 8th graders 
participated in their annual day of service. 
Here, 8th graders played board games with 
members of the Senior Center.

MAY 
▲ Students in Mosaic Home Education 
Partnership discussed the use of omens in 
literature as part of their book discussion 
on the novel, Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry.

▼ KOMO 4 News filmed an Eric’s Heroes 
segment on the friendship between Ordway 
students and the night custodian.

FEBRUARY 
▲ Thank you! Bainbridge Island voters  
approved a $15 million capital levy to  
complete new construction at BHS and  
provide district-wide repairs and renovations.  
Construction on the BHS project begins  
this summer. 

▲ Third time — and it’s still a charm! BHS 
Boys Swim & Dive Team won state for the 
third time in a row.

MARCH 
▲ Bus driver Dave Mueller was surprised 
by Superintendent Peter Bang-Knudsen 
with a BISD STRONG Award. Dave was 
nominated by a parent of a child who rides 
his bus. “Dave is thoughtful, considerate, 
attentive and kind. His positivity helps my 
child feel encouraged and happy.”

▲ Six BISD teachers were honored with 
Outstanding Educator awards from Delta 
Kappa Gamma International Society. They 
are pictured here with US Representative 
Derek Kilmer (on the left): Penny Gienger, 
Dave Walker, Ashley Crandell, Terri Atkinson, 
Olivia Holden and Liz Ande. 

DECEMBER 
▲ In this moving history lesson, BHS 9th 
graders rotated through six different stations  
which focused on different aspects of the 
Holocaust such as Jewish life in Europe prior 
to the Holocaust, the rise of the Nazi Party 
in Germany and the Nazi camp system. 

▲ Sparks of curiosity flew at 
Wilkes Elementary as students 
rotated through different 
career presentations from a 
veterinarian, firefighters,  
a master gardener and even 
a ferry boat captain. Only 
time will tell how this shaped 
students’ futures! 

JANUARY 
▼ BHS Junior Spencer Bispham was  
awarded the Dr. Frank Kitamoto Legacy 
Award for inclusion, civil rights and social 
justice. Thank you, Spencer, for making our 
community and our world a better place!

▼Ordway 4th graders studied the power of 
a single word. They were asked to think of 

identify  traits in people they 
admire and then select a 
single word for their  
word-of-the-year.

NOVEMBER 
▼ For 30 years, students at Ordway have 
delivered food donations to Helpline 
House. Each year, students walk down 
Madison Ave. with backpacks filled with 
food. Good thing their backpacks are 
empty for the return (and up-hill) trip back 
to school!
 

▲ BHS students connected with the  
Bainbridge Island Police Department and  
learned how the officers help our  
community stay safe.

▼ Commodore Options School Principal 
Trish Corsetti served a Thanksgiving lunch 
and shared her gratitude with students.

2018-2019  
School Year in Review

SEPTEMBER 
▼ Kindergarten was added to the Odyssey 
Mulitage Program. Now, the school (which 
is housed on the Commodore campus) 
serves students in grades K-8.  

▼ The Opening Ceremony at Sakai  
Intermediate School always gets the new 
year off to a great start. 

▲ WMS 7th grade students harnessed the 
power of the sun and used the energy for 
cooking and baking. 

OCTOBER 
◄ BISD  
partnered with 
community  
organizations  
to celebrate 
Indigenous 
Peoples Day. 
Pictured is a  
traditional dance 
performed  
by Frank Goes 
Behind.

▼  Blakely  
students joined 
the schools 
across the 
district and wore 
orange in honor 
of Unity Day.  
It’s a day to unite 
against bullying 
behaviors. 

▲ Mr. Gurley (who taught science at BHS 
in the 1960s) visited the school for its 
Homecoming Assembly and to celebrate 
his 100th birthday. Mr. Gurley is pictured 
with BHS Principal Kristen Haizlip, who is 
holding Mr. Gurley’s yearbook photo.


